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WAIT!

THIS BOOK READS FROM

RIGHT TO LEFT!

(FOLLOW ALONG THIS WAY)

In order to enjoy this book properly, read it from right to left!
Japanese books read from right to left. we have formatted our manga
in the traditional japanese way. We have done this for the fimiliarity of

other manga fans, and to pay homage to the whole manga tradition
in general!

THANK YOU!
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Well baged on thig ‘Intel, and what Sota hag told ue |
already, [ think we will travel to Kinboshi from here.

We'l capture the Lord Souma, and hear what he knows
about the gemgtone. A (TR

d \ N LR  LrRAmA O Ay

That'e a bold firet move ign't it?
[t'e bagically a declaration of war on the Hikaru!
Still [ like the idea of it! Jugt like old times!
Ay Saru?

A

- _\
Fufufu... Yeah well, [ have no problem warring with the "\
Hikaru... However, it's dragging my grandgon into thig
[ am conflicted about... [ often think that [ should
have taken him ag far away from Dalog ag posgible.
That [ ghould have taken the opportunity to leave
all thig nongenge behind and be free of it once
and for al..

..Thig never ending war, it
only seeme to get more and more
atrocioug the more we fight. [n the
old daye our clang knocked
off monarchy after monarchy
acrogg every kingdom in Dalos...
Yet there wag alwayg another, ready
and waiting to replace them...
And each time around it only gete

gicker and sicker..

Well.. [ suppose that's what
were fighting for ign't it?
To find out what it's all about...

What's it all really about?
_ S

Hrom... [ hope you're right Gussie...
So what are you going to do?
Are you coming with ug? ya




You know.. [ have taken
in five apprentices
gince we lagt met.
[ think ill be etaying here
for at leagt a little while..
Until [ feel they can fend for
themgelves. After that... [ plan
to head back to Yoeai, you know...
finigh what [ etarted.

Wouw! hag it really been
that long? Well alright then.




Mhmm... Look at you,
you boyg are an abgolute megg!
You can't even hold your heads

above your shoulders..

Akio! Imagine you were
attacked for the gtone
again! [n the etate you'e in

youll loge the gtone,
and likely be killed!

Ag [ have told you already..
While you are carrying

thie etone, you cannot afford
to be incapacitated

by partying, drink and smoke.

You mugt etay vigilant at all timeg,
for we can never know

when gomeone will try ug for it again.

Don't worry
Gramps..
[mnever £

drinking again... =

—— Fufufuu... Thoge famous old words..
~7 Well eee about that. Well be leaving
for Kinboshi coon. Ag you are in euch
a state today, we will have to begin
training tomorrow.

Before we leave Suigin,
you mugt be able to see and uge the power
of the soul you were uging lagt night.
But without the influence of exernal
potiong and medicines. Now you have seen
the power of the soul with your own eyes,

there should be no ghadow or confusion
in your mind about my teachingg..
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Sandy?!
x| What are you up
77K to now!?
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Jugt hold onto thege for ug! I

Don't worry,

as i Maya.
IR
& N Kl L ¥
s &

i /& o —

=y

B e We'l meet
e ) you at yourg
later !
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They're always
up to
no good!

Mix with
trouble and
you'll make a
megg Maya!

i

Dammit!
Tricky little bagtarde!

There'
nothing




[m gonna
megg thege
little pricke up!

HEY! There's nothing
to gee here! These kidg up the kide
are thieving ecum! now are they?
Now go on and mind |
your own buginess!




w What's with
| you two? You deaf?!

. 4
NOW GET
Unlegg you'e looking to join -~ MOVINGH

thege two in the dungeong?! 1

-
Yesh... That'e 4 etrong look
for you man..
Beating up little kids.

Hahal Looks like

we got a couple of
tough guye!
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Eagy now yout man... You don't
want to end up in the
dungeon with her... Trust me.

There's nothing
we can do for her
right now... Wel
get her back before
they move her. Right
1 now we need to leave,
thie whole area will be
crauling with pigs
within the hour!

Now FO %t off

and don't let me

catch you around
here again!

Whoa! They just caw those goldiers
offl Unarmed and outnumbered!!

Th-Thank you!.. Yo they
took our gister Sandy!
We got to get after them!!

But, firet
thinge firgt...
Youll be
giving ug
the oot you
just gtole...

Or it wont just be the pige that you
will need to be running from, seen?




Ok, thig ig their houge.
We gtaghed it with them,
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what are you

waiting for? o/ Wel... The old man
Lead the way.. won't be happy
with ug at ll

and he'e brutal!
We were just
going to link up wi-

about all that! We're
getting back thoge bage right now, go go on!

You Wh-? Yo [ don't care

[l get back.
Make eure
everythinge {
cool. o




Oh have mercy! -
Big bage of cagch and opium?!
Your little friends have really
out-done themgelves with
thig one!

Mayal
We have 1o leave
right away! [f even one of
your friendg got caught
a whole heap of coldiere /il
will be kicking our door off by SA
tomorrow! Mark my worde! —
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HOW MANY TIMES

MUST I SAY ITY?

LEAVE MAYA OUT
OF YOUR
SCHEMES""

Do | LooK FRIGHTENED
To YoU Bi4 Boy?!

You know [ thought you'd be
happy to see me Magter K!

Wha-2) \

Who's this 2.~ < < -
Ny W

who N\
Whafsﬂ\fie {ryrng ?




| y ltea What
\ Of courge.. . '“;'9 story W happened
You better ar;o;ul? HTS J R 1o you?
come ingide!

much time... J—-

DIOTS!
What were you thinking?
In broad daylight?! ~ A¥

Now look at your faces!
And where's the other one?
.. Let me quess.

She got caught didn't ehe?
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[ have countless questiong for you..

But ag we're pressed for time,
for now il juet agk;
Why are you here?
And what are you

doing with thege two?

What do you mean,
why am [ here?
To finich what we gtarted

of courge... Ag for thege
two. They etole a big
cache from the Hikaru
eoldierg, that we were
going to take. They
eaid it should be here.

Atter euerg’rhmg that'e happened
You still believe the Hikaru can be etopped?
And who'e we?




We're
S5TRIKE.

We're going to
take over
thig city and
make it our
firet etronghold.

Sounds jugt like any
of the other
gange on thege gtreets..
Squabbling over
cash and drugs.

Ha. Yeah well..
Everyone's got to

atart eomewhere right?

What about Sandy?
Will Strike try
to help her?

The quicker we
take control
of thig city.

The more chance
we have of gaving her...
It you want to help,
come gee ug tomorrow.




What it "7
ghe'q already |
been
taken
away’?

['m glad you're g0 optimistic... But what are”
you talking about? We'l be lucky to even
get into central, much lesg find out what

cell Sandy ig in... Our best bet ig with that..

That strike quy, we will go tommorrow.

Nah well get her out!

Well go tonight
and find out where ghe ig..

Then we'll make a rescue plan!
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What? How can we trugt him?
He'e cold! He didn't even try to rescue
Sandy earlier... He only gaved ug to find
out where the bage were it'e obvioug!

Well if you weren't out thieving
all the time, then she would never
of been cuaght up would she?..
Why should he care about you?
He doesn't know you, to him your
Just petty thieves.. You're lucky
you're not both in the cage with
Sandy!.. Like REALLY lucky!

Now let's
get you two
cleaned upé 2\

Yeah exactly..
You won't get o lucky next time..
So take time... L—UER' go and
find out about this Strike team

/)
]

Kie




HmHmHrm!! KINBOSHI
Well.. Things are certainly cASTLE
heating UE nicely around here! || ~H™KARY H&-
The rabble can't stop killing CENTRAL
each other off for ug! KINBOSH!
Surely, it wont
be very long until
they etart a rebellion right?

Well it geeme like they have already
ctarted on our men. A group of our tax
collectore got attacked in the
Jungle earlier today.

While arresting
gome thieving kide
- . they were attacked
—” UGy by a big, angry mob

Haha! More and Y / who chaged them
more good newg! ) UK out of the areal

Well
there's our
excuge to

ramp up our

to pay for the extra numberg in

O _I:guri{g right? that areal

Aha! Yeg indeed! We will bleed thoge
plebe dry! Just look at how many bage
full of their cagh we have from thig
month alone! They will leave or starve
[ dont care... [ just need them out!

Push up thoge taxeg
on all buginesg in the




The thing ig.. Our men failed to recover
any of the gtolen goode and monies... Plug,
they only managed to arrest one of the kidg...
AND rumour hag it, that the ‘Angry mob’
who chaged them out wag actually
just two unarmed men..

How embarragsing...
That certainly makeg
ug look weak... But,
geeing ag in we are trying
to provoke hogtilities
with the gerfg,

[\ thig could hurry thinge
‘ along nicely!

| Evening gentlemen... May |

speak privately to the Lord Souma?




Well...

Do you have
the reporte
from the
recon unitg?

We have received reports from all unite except
for one from the third rangers divigion...
Al of the reports we have received contain
no information on the gemetone's location..

What location wag the -
migging unit aggigned t0?

The Suigin Valley lord...

[ sugpect that they have met
come regietance from the localg there.
They are known to eympathize with
the banighed Heatheng [n that area.

Kinboshi ie fast approaching a critical point.
Without the gemetone thie chaog will escalate
out of your control. We suggest you pull back your
‘digruption and digplacement’ regime... For now,
focug on obtaining the gemstone, thig ig how

, we will secure the power you have acquired.

Your council ie of great value and
your suggestion will be acted on.
However, the chaog hag Frouided many

|

priconerg that are well suited for
your requirementg. Come with me to
the dungeon and allow me to show you..




 They are all under [ am 0*‘[3"*3*” you wil KINBOSH|
gixteen.. Many of them be pleaged with DUNGEONS
aren't even ten yet! » thig harvest!

Hmph! | |
o p -
000 O Hugas
farts can't
hold me

too long!

Hmhmhmmm.
Very good..
[ will personally
trangport them
back to Savon!
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THANKS FoR REDING!

ceck s ovE At
preamBaked .com

Col UP(M’es , GAMES ‘(
Al things AKLO!
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Until NEXT TINE,

SAFE!




AFTERWORD
FRoM THE TEAM

It hag been around 3 years since we began really working
on thig ‘Akio’ project... Finally, after much, much ado,
book ! ig here!

t We would like to send a special thank you to each &

every one of our early supporters and the limited
edition chapter | and artwork buyers

who made the production of this book poggible.

(In no particular order)
Sakura Kawahira - Josh Turner - Finn Heal - Jebu Swan - Michael Newton
Jevaughn Reid - Zoe, Kay, & Lewie MeGinty - Luis Patroginio
Jesge Fynn Garbrah - The Creative Fund by BackerKit
D Ngozi - Coloursuper - Beulah Aidoo - Christine Barnett
Molly Coates - Ben Morley - Gill Harrigon - Hannes Mazur
Regina Ferguson - Nikita Kolehanov - Jameg Green - Judy Smith
Ashley Bye - Damien Heatley - Auntie Sandra - Rowena Ferguson
Linda & Dan Kirkpatrick - Kareem Drysdale - Brandina Chisambo
Esme stanway - Dan Pezzer' Perry - Jamal Douglas - Femi McKenzie
Jarred Dennis - Steve Schwartz - Carina Silva - David Cox
Mark Dearman - James & Mark Mikkelson of Shiptheory
Johann Rosenow - Farqualar - George Barrett - Iri¢ Swanston y
Mike and Gill Hodder - Janice K Clark - Stella Swanston
Fisayo Olukoya - Graham French - Alex J Bye - Wardell Dumas
Bella Jung Hyun Park - Jan Martin Andes - Tashon Wallace Hall
Paul D. Jarma - Eneni - Moni Smith - Jonathan Adams - Ash & Aaron Howell

Finally we want to thank you all for reading!
We hope you all enjoyed it, and stick with ue for gaok 2!
and all the other cool etuff coming out for AKIO
We can't thank you all enough for your patience and support!






