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WAIT!

THIS BOOK READS FROM

RIGHT TO LEFT!

(FOLLOW ALONG THIS WAY)

In order to enjoy this book properly, read it from right to left!
Japanese books read from right to left. we have formatted our manga
in the traditional japanese way. We have done this for the fimiliarity of

other manga fans, and to pay homage to the whole manga tradition
in general!

THANK YOU!
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Author S NOE

[ can't gay how excited [ am to have finally finighed creating
book [ of AKIO, and found time to write thig note to you.
This manga wag ingpired by a dream to add comething new to the
manga indugtry that will ingpire people in the game way [ was. A
dream to create something | can be proud of.

That dream hag been made a reality by the people
around me that have invested their time and effort into helﬁling
and without them involved thig wouldn’t have been possible.
So to thoge people [ thank you, and | grea’rlg appreciate you.
[ hope you all enjoy reading, and stick around for more AKIO!

Big up Femi and Mogeg Mckenzie, and Calvin Bennett for their
early input and encouragement. Much love to the dong at
Dreambaked Studio who went, and continue to

go above and beyond to bring thig project to life!

BLESS.
-Curtly Fergugon

(Putting in groundwork, fronting in a shop [n Japan, the mecea of manga,
with the first release of AKIO. Regpect to the dong that came with me and helped out!)
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There is rnuah more_to_this world than meets the eye:
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PALOS 1S A COMPLEX AND UNFORGIVING LAND.
RAVAGED BY ENDLESS WARS BETWEEN
THE 7 KINGDOMS THAT RLILE.
INVASION FROM DISTANT NATIONS ARE FREGLIENT.

MYSTERIOUS, AND MURDEROUS

CREATURES TERRORIZE THE COUNTRY.

THE LIGHT OF THE SOUL GUIDED
THE FECFLE THROUGH THE DARKMNESS.
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Over countlese years, the knowledge
and undergtanding of the Soul's power
became greater, and more refined.
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Through the understanding of the soul,
the Martial Arte were formed.
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The people used the Martial Arte ag a shield.
Savage warrior tribeg could not harage them.
Nor could rich and powerful monarchiee cubjugate them.
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And all the other evil that haunted
the people wag repelled.




THE ANCESTRAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOUL, AND THE
MARTIAL ARTS STYLES WAS RECORDPED CAREFULLY
OVER MANY YEARS. WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS AND SCROLLS
OF HISTORY THROUGZHOUT THE AFES. THESE TEXTS
WERE KEPT IN THE 7 GREAT LIBRARIES ACROSS DALODS.
FROTECTED BY THE MOST POWERFUL SERVANTS OF
THE MOMARCHIES, AND THE STRONGEST MEMBERS
OF THE CLANS.

PROPER TRAINING IN THE CONTROL AND LISE OF
THE SOUL WAS REQUIRED BEFORE PUTTING
CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE INTO PRACTICE.
FOR IT COULD END IN TRAZEDY FOR AN LINREADY STUDENT.
THIS 1S WHY THE KNOWLEDGE WAS CAREFULLY PROTECTED.

THERE EVEN EXISTEDR KNOWLEDGE
THAT SHOULDN'T BE REVEALED TO ANYBOLDY.
FOR IF PUT IN TO PRACTICE, DEATH AND CATASTROPHE
WILL COVER ALL OF PALOS.

OVER THE COURSE OF TIME,
NUMEROUS MARTIAL ARTS STYLES WERE DEVELOPED, WITH THEIR OWN PATH TO THE SOUL.
SOME STYLES GAINED SO MUCH REPLITE, THAT POWERFUL CLANS AND MONARCHIES ROSE UP AROLIND THEM.

NO STYLE IS STRONGER THAN ANOTHER BY DEFAULT. A STYLE'S POWER |5 SOLELY DEPENDANT ON THE USERS
LINDERSTANDING OF THE SCUL.
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FOWERFLUL MARTIAL ARTS MASTERS HEAPED THE MOMNARCHIES.
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IN ORPER TO RULE OVER THOSE ARCUND THEM,
WHOM THEY HID SUCH KNOWLEDGE FROM.
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ONLY BLOODLINE, AND A SELECT FEW COTHERS COULD JOIN THEM.
THEY KEPT THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND POWER TO THEMSELVES.
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MANY MONARCHIES WANTED TO REMOVE THE MARTIAL ARTS CLANS.
FOR THE CLANS CREATED EDUCATED PEOPLE, WHO NEED NOT
LIVE AS SERVANTS AND SLAVES OF THE MONARCHIES.

THEY IR NOT NEED THE PROTECTION OF THE MONARCHIES AND THEIR SOLDIERS.
SO THEY DID NOT NEED TO SERVE THEM.




PRLESENT DAY.




Bood Akio,
you are becoming
stronger everyday.

TRAINING
PUMMIES
AREN'T
CHEAD
you

Thanks Gramps,
but did [ have to
do it 1Ol timeg?




Anyway..
Time for
gparring,
Akio

THIS TIHE..,

THIS TIME,
/'LL LAND ONE!
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Ag ugual Gramps,
you make it
look effortless.

A [ keep teling you, Akio.
Bhysical strength hag little to
do with the power of the soul.

You muet focug and utilize your style.
For that ig of greater gignificance.
Take ?r::r example,
the styles of the Gorrilla and the Mantis.

Erh.. Yes.
You've told me
before about a

thougand times..

T

| have! Yet you etill don't ligten,
c0 il tell you again.

[ never had thig problem with your

brother and sigter




Martial arts etyles are manifestations of the soul. Not physical weapone.
A strong martial artiet ie one that hag great knowledge
and understanding of the mind and goul.
The individual's ability to combine their own gtyle and soul
i¢ what will determine the outcome of a fight.

o

. oo The brute strength of the Gorilla etyle
Should the Gorilla fail to martial artiet will not eave them from the
be vigilant in combat... gpeed and precigion of a Mantig style fighter.




Before it knows what
happened...

The (thsiea[ training we do i designed to
iccipline and etrengthen the mind.
For only the mind can command the body and goul.
The physical strength of a person ig nothing, without the
power of the mind and the goul to guide it.




[ certainly hope <o,

your brother and gigter
had a strong gragp on thie
by the time they were
your age.

What were they like? ‘
[ can't remember them clearly.
You awayg had me gtudying thoge
books, while they gpent aﬁ their time
training with you.
Even though we lived under
the eame roof, | don't remember
geeing them much.

They too had to ¢tudy reading and
writing before practicing
martial arte. Your brain i¢ the mogt

important mugele in your body,

and mugt be exerciged even harder than your body.
But it wag their decigion to train g0 hard not mine.
We all have our own pathe. [f they have kept training
diligently they should be etrong martial artigte by now,
capable of wielding power beyond meagure.




[t'e just taking me a little [angem

ut il grow etronger than them.
(1l become the strongest magter
of the dragon etyle the world hag ever geen.

But talk ig
cheap Akio.
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| | | ]
Aah ha ha ha haa. Big bad Akio, floored \
by an attack that didn't even land!

No! = |
You definately
hit me!

Well you
were out
well beyond
[ don't know.. my reach,
[ couldn't N Qo what
- . lgze ff‘t [ \\\ wag it?
ut { definitely [\
feltit. /=N

Interegting...
Let'e end our
geqgion there.
[m starving!




How do
you always
hit me

without even
hitting me? | |

""""""""""

Jlte amove an
old man of our

Dragon clan
found

Me... Akio..
And that wag only a
fraction of it's full power.

[ only use the full power
of the goul in dire gituationg.
But that'e for another time.

UUow! | bet the

lagt quy you
uged that
move on
ie higtory!




At one time [ had many
peoﬁle under my protection.
[ had to uge that move,
and many otherg
to defeat many enemieg.
But the lagt man [ uged
them on ig atill out there.

How do you do it?
You have to ghow me!

Soon Akio, but you
arent ready yet!




N\
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You are indeed
very etrong Akio!

But physical etrength
alone will not permit you to uge
thege kind of attacke.

You're telling

that after all of these

Y years of kraining...
I'm still not

strong enocugh?!

me,

For thege kindg
of attacke come
from the goul

..4you must gtay on ’rhe
--you can begin to project

the power of the goul from your
Martial Artg... But NOT before you are

ready... Ae [ dlwaye tell you.

.Now, come
let'e qo eat!

[ think it would be
better to hear it
from their
own mouthg,
when you gee
them again.

paih of the Dragon, Akio.
Ag you gain wisdom and experience
on your journey down thig path..

Hey Gramps!
hy dont
you tell me
more about my
brother and
sigter? Why did
they leave?




,. Well, [ think it would be just fine
\ hearing it from you grampe!
Oh =

And if |
Don't tell

You sure you
want to find out,
old man?

GET UP!
YOU FOOL!




Arghhhhhhhh....... <8
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.. What if [ train extra hard...
Will you teach me
how to uge that move?
. And tell me about my
brother and gigter?

Akio.
[ could show you the move again and again,
every day,

for the next month and you still won't know
how to uge it yourself. /

Thege moves can only be found
within yourgelf, by yourgelf.
Through immenge time and effort
in your work and training,
uging wigdom and knowledge gained
in your life experience and meditation.
You will be able to reach into your soul
and bring forth thege moveg.

|~




Have patience young man!
Your time will come.
Let's focug on your

development for now.

Now, catch
up to your

shirt and
meet me
|n9|de for
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Hand it over,
old man!

[ don't want
to have to
hurt you.

interegted
t0 Qee

you try...

Young man.

R



[ won't say it again!
Hand over the gem or il
take it by force!

[ waen't expecting twolofgthern®
No matter. [l split them upyand
make chort work of them
one;at a time.

-"







“Grampe-ie—e

o ——

frouble! %
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Eh!
I gup[:éoge the beating
he ig about to get will be
a valuable leggon.




e
Oof!Not,bad.for.a,young un!
Quf’rhigjens-’ﬁgpg; ;\\

Hay G}'_;za again!

follow.up withthis right

T M

traight and end thig!
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hat?! (put all of
behind that punch
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[m NOT
playing around!

=

N{Ehinore <

_—~(canntihic leceon,







Damn

N \K Hal How's ’r

~ O for a palm strike,
\ Aki? '

Thaf old:man nearly
N ANA |ed meff

[ hate to adrmit it. But
\ it.looks like ill need that =
brate he[p after, a![
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Now... Watch & learn.
[ will show you
how to erugh

beetleg like fhrg

j.a"

Are you going
to sit down
all day?
Or will you
etand up and
face me?

Would EDU like
to make the
firet move?




enerqy
| can feel? |

Keep mocking
me, and
youll have
to angwer
tomy

Feeling brave are we?
Then ghow me
the power of your style!

.....

Hoph. —J ~ %
He ran away.. — .;__fa
[ thought someone &
much etronger wae -
going to -
come for it...
and much later on.




WHAT WAS THAT ABouT!?
WE SHOULD GO AFTER HIMII
HE couLD HAVE KILLED uS!!!

K 4 —

You see what happens when
you rush into thinge without thinking?

['m gure you have many questions.
Follow me ingide and [

ghow you everything | know. }

' 1o i [ KL

| There's no time to wagte! %

) T"_'!".'.-.‘?'-. el S




He wag after
the Gemetone
in that ring,
hanging on the
mother dragon
atatue's noge.

A few yeare
aqo an old
friend of mine gave
me thig ring
to keep eafe.

He didn't have much to tell me about how it got to him.
But the main point wag that your father gave it to him.

( 2 } What about mum?
o T\ brother and
Z_ 3 \) gigter?

To tell you
the truth...

[ don't know where
any of them are.
And | don't know

what hag
become of them...

N




The Monarchies wanted to keep the
knowledge within their ruling clags.
For if nobody had the knowledge of the goul,

But they could never overcome the power
of the elan'e goule when we

and they had to work with ug.

the monarchieg built their citieg
into quite the impregsive negte.

supply of bread and circus.

Before we knew it, mogt of the people
were living in their cities, under their rule.
With moet of the people all gathered into emal
pockete of epace. [t wag eagy for them
to spread propaganda and lieg
about the clang and our martial arts.
Slouly but gurely, the clang were conquered
.our clan wag the lagt one left.

You gee, the monarchieg rule with
the styles of weaponry. They do
not sﬁow their couls to take up
natural formationg. [netead they
pour it all into their sworde and axes.
[nanimate objecte without
congcience. Only capable of being
suung by their master.
They diecard the teachingg of morality
that we clang etched into our
teachingge of the Martial Arte.

more and more peaﬁ[e are
following the path of the sword.
Becoming lege and lege
concerned with humanity.
And more and more
obsseeced with excessive luxury,
gtatug and power over others.

then nobody would pogges the power to refuge them.

were united. We never took ordere from them,

Wether they wanted to or not. But over the yearg,
Where people could indulge in luxury, with a conetant

Protected by the king's men and their high walle.
All you have to do ie pay your taxee and obey the ruleg.

Now that the clang are no more in Dalog,

Like many other clang, our Dragon Clan
uced to work within
the borders of Dalos. The monarche
of the kingdome have
alwaye wanted rid of ug, for we made our
Knowledge of the soul available to all.
We raised many magters, outgide of
the monarchieg control

Since the fall of the clang. The monarchies have
heavily restricted accese to the truth

& wigdom in the libraries. They have replaced the
original texte of knowledge and higtory.
Replacing them with their own renditions,

which digtort the truthe to euit their own agendag.
They trick people into putting their faith

into weapone of iron & eteel.

Leading them away from the

knowledge of the martial arte.




Y our parent's were young and etrong-willed.
They knew they could do nothing about
the gpread of corruption
gitting at home. So they left,
in order to geek out the gource of the
corruption and put a gtop to it.
By any meang necessary.

Not long after they left, our home wag burnt down..

[ fled here to the Suigin Valley with you, your cigter and brother,

to join the many other outcast martial artigte. Their clang and
dojo's were torn apart like our own. | haven't heard from your parents
since the day our clan wag broken. Your sigter and brother left here
to look for your parents. And [ haven't heard from them gince they
left either.

[ atill remember that fire!
| Can't stop thinking about it.
| want to catch that man and end him!
[ bet that quy who attacked
us had gomething to do with it.
[m going after them Gramps!

Youre going to leave me here
like the rest of our family?
Let's get the fire going
under the pot.




Ag much ag [ do not want
to gee the lagt of my
bloodline disappear
over the horizon..

[ think you are right.

[ hoped | would have more
time for your training.
But it ceeme they have
caught up to ug already.

Tomorrow when you get LEY,
take the ring and bring it with you to Uncle Gussie's.
Keep it eafe at all coste! Let nobody know you have thig ring.
show it to gussie when you reach hig place.
He will point you in the right direction.

Jugt leave
It to me
gramps!

R “l./_
____

Remember,
it'e not eafe here in
the valley any longer.
That beetle will be back,
with more fighterg at hig back.
Make sure you are on
high alert on your
way to Guegies.
Move euwiftly and
make eure nobody followg you,
Both youre and Guegie's lives

could depend on it (
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Degpite that, the Suigin Valley ie far eafer than all of Dalos. We are living in dark timeg, Akio.
Death by violence ie commonplace acrose the 7 kingdoms. Since the decline of the Clang,
the kingdom's have done little other than wage wars.

-

LE |

Warg that devagtate
the country,
taking countlegg liveg.

i
. 1
! -
\

While traumatiging
all thoge left alive.

Amonget o much war and chaog.
So many youth have
had their familieg taken from them.
With no clang to turn
to, they have little chance of finding their souls.
(angg, rogues and bandite rige
from the agheg of the ehaos.
Oeace ie becoming extinet in Dalog.
before you leave you mugt understand..
The path of morality,
according to the teachingg of the
martial artg that [ raiged you on..
Thoge wayg are vanighing rapidly. Beyond Suigin,
robbery, cruelty, extortion and murder have near
become accepted normalitieg.




Make no mistake!
Dalos ctill hag many Martial Artiste,
from gkilled apprentices,
up to bonified magters.

You mugt be weary of all of them.
For many of them are aligned with
the monarchies.

Thege dayg. [f you do not belong to the ruling clags.
The only way to learn to uge the goul with
the Martial Artg i¢ by ranking high enough in the military.

Therefore. Using the power of the goul in public wil
make you a target of the authorities.
The enforcers of authority are made
T of skilled Martial Artigts.
If you should take anything from today's leegon.
It ie that you aren't ready to fight thege people.

| ~ q
) O
- \ -
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For now, avoid any confrontation with thege types of people. L/f /0
Y ou muet keep a low profile for the time being! | ————

Refrain from making it known that you are a Martial Arte

atudent, a¢ much ag you possibly can!




For every kingdom hag a ruling monarchy. On the path you are about to embark.

You may come into contact with many memberg of thege ruling clagges.
The membere of the royal familieg are among the most gkilled martial artigte in the land.
For above all elge, it ig their cuperior magtery of the martial arte that keeps them in power.

But you won't be alone in Daloe. [t wagn't that Inngi ago, that our Dragon Clan wag held in high regard,
acrogg all the 7 kingdome. There are thoge who will help you if they know that you are my grandson.
The gon of Heikichi Doragon!

Still, on your journey, never forget that
Dalog hag been engulfed by
the darknegg of the energieg
of the shadow. Be ever-weary of the
Shades that lurk in the darkness.



That doeen't scare me!
Like i caid, juct
leave it to me gramps!
[l find our
family and bring
them home!

Fu fu fuuuu!
Well if your heart's resolve ig even half that

of your etomach's, you chould be fine!

['m already looking
forward to your return,
with the rest of the family!
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[ hate to say [ told you go.
But when you ?ﬂ

You're far too confident in alone, with 1o plan.
your abilities Kouki. el You significantly reduce
Under-egtimating your opponentze like ~J\_your chances of success..
that i¢ the gurest way N
to get yourself gent craghing
through the woods, and into the rocke..
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And you just hid away
and watched while
took a beatdown?

[ wanted to reach you and tell you my plan
to get the ring. But before [ could do <o,
you were hurling kunai at them and ghouting
like a buffoon... After watching you fail to
even come cloge to striking the old man, |
realised we ¢tood no chance,

g0 [ returned to camp.

Well obviougly we need more fighters Y&
don't we! Who aren't a¢ wimpy ag you! J=

Ligten Kouki. We can't just go dragging anyone into

thig. The importance of thig ring cannot be made public.

For now we will send word home that we have located it,
and we need eupport from thoge we can truet.

[n the meantime we can only try to take the apprentice
and offer him up ag rangom in exchange for the ring.
Although. Y ou may have gone and made that impoggible
by putting them on high alert.

' % Who caid you -

—— werein charge? 2

[m not

that emart... Youre not
But im that emart kid!
much, much, You'e only 7
gmarter now, here becuage [
than youll of your dad, =\
=
ever be Kouki. you know that!? "




Are you heading out now?
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1T he phgsteal universe is but a‘
cracjjl& of consciousness. ¢
Soul ig the' medium that mferfwmes

i

congciousness with matter.

’Therefore only the mind can,

widen our; gaze to reueal and
command the energies that

=

_ exists in the reaim oF the soul.
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Ehh. ——
Jobe and them... &
[m not in the

mood for it today.




Eurgh.. l's only Akio...
Ah wel?if'g been a glow few
weeke o we need anything

we can get. Come, we go
collect a few coing from him..
(et ue come lunch.

Not today..
[ can't let them gee the ring.

[ hardly got any
money ag it ig!
If they try to
lift my thinge
il have to bruige
thege plumbe!
Grampg can't

How long'e it been? | N et mad -
Nearlyamonth? i
What you aying?

Yeq highway
patrol crew..
Yeah man
i'm cool. Here |
got | piece for
you man.




You want to park all that = You only have [ piece for ue? We haven't even

kung fu crap and work on seen you in about 4 weeke. | piece aweek.. /N

your mathe mate..

| make it 4 pieces Aki. - —4

Well.. Beggarg can't

really be choosers

can they? [t' all |
got <o..

take it or leave it...

Ay?!
Beggare? Who are you
caling beggars?
We are profesgional
warriorg!

We've been out here keeping
thege roadg eafe..
You've been on your hilltop,
practicing dance
moves with your grandad.
If you want to be safe on thege roads
then you need to help upport ug don't you?
We aren't exactly agking for much are‘we?/

.Unlegg of courge,
you want to join ug and help
keep thege roadg cafe!
Or you can always volunteer
a¢ a practice dummy for
our profesgional warrior
gkillsete?

Pffftill Orofeggional what?

Haha alright yeah cool...
But [m warning [ could uge some practice too!
you now... Lete go.
[won't go eagy .
on you.

.
Ay!? W-What!
You're a big badman all
of a sudden now yeah!?

You really want to tegt
my blade againet your
little dance moves?
Don't be dumb! Now pick
up that bag and
give it to me!







YOU JUST GOT LUCKY
THERE AKII DON'T MAKE
ME HAVE TO SLAP YOU
WITH THIS-




You want
eome too!?

Actually.

[ don't even carry
any weapone!

All [ want ig to learn
to do martial arte!
And learn to fight like
you and your old man!

What!? Pigg off Riyo!
There's no room for thieving
scumbage like you anywhere

in the martial arts!

That's one of the mogt "\
important laws!
"One shalt not eteall”

And that'e all you man ever do!
So NO! You ean't come into thie!
The begt thing you could do ie
go erawl back up the hole you
came out of!




Hah! Profesgionale
my age... All thoge weekly
pieces from me, after all thig
time, and that's 4l
you can do?

¥ [demanda
refund! How much
you got on you?

Here'gngour
4 pieces...

(30 buy yourgelveg
come food, it's on me!
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' ~ Wz G . [ think [ messed up
ﬁﬁFF‘{ﬂ /‘jk"r J my foot on that one there! e
A N Got to hold it down |
until they're out of sight!  { =
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[m on my way
to town, but |
maghed up my foot
just now, g0 im
here cooling it off.
What you
caying?

Seen, well
/  [m going that way now.
(1l gail to you. Jump in and
[ can float you down river..

B b _‘

N No worrieg brudda..
‘H._ So what happened?

p—

7" Ahaaaa man. So Pm walking to town,
minding my own. Obviougly Jobe and them
were on the road o they come at me with their ueual crap.
Sol go to give them their [ piece. Now theyre frying fo tell man

about 3 or <+ pieces o what have you Now i'm thirking nabh fo
He fair | aint havin that, They take fhe piss aready lice
So | gat to thinking fmﬁfﬂgﬂrmkm all theza boys out.
Theyve taken plerty g Mow haar Joba shout A man are
proffessionas inrit_ we nead this o0 we can_

~ -~

Yeah cafe man!
Saved the day.




O D
Now he'e on a boat! We chould of just bagged

him up earlier when [ gaid! We've had enough chances!
| You're overthinking it Sota! Like you always do..
| swear were |
being watched...
[ can gence

ggmmhingf Something ig definately wrong Kouki... | can genge it.

The old Don ien't at hie compound,
nor i¢ he with hie apprentice... So where ig hel?

How would [ know?
Hopefully he's not too far away! [ don't want to have to
drag the kid too far! 'm getting him next time,
and [ don't care what you eay!
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[t'e no uge, | can't even

keep me eyeg on him!







Who are you?
How did you find me?
And what do you want
with the gemgtone?

DON'T TAKE ME FOR A FOOL!Y ou were just swinging .
the exact came beetle gtyle that you used yesterday!
Now angwer my questiong or loge your life!

You can't talk to me like that!
Thig valley will be swarming
with Hikaru goldiere by sunfall.

We know who you are Saruwatari!
We've already sent for backup.
Give ug the gemetone, and well

gpare you and the kid!

Y If that's the cage then [ll remove both your heads now. N
Qtagrng one step ahead of Kohdon soldiers i my speciality, iSRG
you're not very observant. v oL

One step ahead won’t be enough ag
long ag you carry that gemstone.
But i can hjp you etay five steps ahead.
[n fact | never gent any meggage back
to Kinboghi at all..

lve been waiting to shut him up for a long time...
It's an honour to finally meet the Dragon Don himeelf.
My name ie Sota i have a lot to tell you, and i fear,
even more to agk.



Ag ridiculous ag thig Why would [ ligten
may sound... We just to a Hikaru dog?
chanced upon your [ve geen the likeg of you
compound during sink much much lower than
a standard border thig juet to cave their
gecurity and recon own gkin!
miggion...

[t’s true, [ am but a cog in the Hikaru eliteg war machine. However [
have a gpanner that [ plan to throw into the works, with your help...

.ntelligence on the Hikaru army along with trangeripte
from geveral meetings between Hikaru Lords

where your name ig
mentioned more
than once.

Suppose [ believe what you have gaid,
what ig it you fear to agk of me?

[t wag never my intention to fight
for the Hikaru. [ only wanted to take
from them ag much ag [ could. [t seemg
they have lead me right to the highest prize
in the form of one of Dalog’ mogt legendary
martial artigte. If [ fight for the Hikary,
[ will never ever be shown the true waye
of the martial arte.
So [ fear to agk you... To take me on ag a
second apprentice!

Errghhhhh..
Let me gee thoge
documentg then!




Somebody attacked me and
Gramps yesterday at our houge..

He wag after the gemgtone in thig ring...
You ‘deal’ with a lot, of jewel merchants, o |
wondered if you've ever heard anything
about any geme like thie?

you go,
[ wag gonna

agk you
about thig.

Hm... Doeen't even look like
any valuable gtone..
Looke like any poliched crystal really..
[t'e only glight, But [ ewear [ can feel some
funny vibrations coming off of it.. Strange..




Strange... But nah that's
beyond my expertige..
What'e it for, and what
are you doing with it?

[ dunno man. Gramps

just gave it to me yesterday
and told me to bring

it to Elder Auguetug | wag hoping

you might have heard
comething on the job.

Alright well don't tell anyone

about it obviougly.

ﬂh“lghf! say
no more man.
(I keep my ear
to the ground anyway...
See you in town
u\ o ey tonight yeah?

Yeah man
no doubt!
Blegg.

Alright,
Safe.




ot *~ AWbhRRh!
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"_iggoing to the party 8%
~~_~ tonight.Z Hmmm,’ ¥ :
_ [l uge the ™
element of A
& curprise, and
break the ice!




Why are you
sneaking
around

Haha, gorry.

Oh gorry Akil ' i
Yeah [m going with Paulette | E?:iﬁféngoﬁr?; ‘

and Suzette, [t'e going to be fun! to the EHH
tonight?

Alright get —
hit you that up Aki.
hard..




Hmhrmhmm... ) I'mjug_f,_,
Alright Aki, Just give

well [ have to me a minute A

get ready co ill A
gee you
A tonight then! e

BUT HEY! THAT DID NOT
Qhe eaid che wil G0 AS I
gee me tonight!!! PLANNED!

What a reeult!

[l cut my logeg there
and get going..

[ can redeem mygelf tonight!

Qe

a-—"‘ Thig mugt

—







Qpirit i the'energy found above.
[t ig"amagsed from consciousness
P
on an individual level!
= The 'martial artict will interpret the’spirit ‘ag"an™=—
animal and derive their fighting style from this.
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Shadow is the energy found within.
[t ic amassed from subconsciougness
on a collective level.

The martial artigt will acknowledge their
shadow and channelit’s raw strength.
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HELLO?!
Uncle Guegie?

Akil? le that You?

Come right in!

-
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Long time
[ don't
eee you!
What's
happening?
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Uncle Gusgie! Vi,




A lot actually,
That'e why
im here

Really?
Qo what
are yﬂu

Grampe gent me with thig ring.
Saye you will be able to point me in the
right direction to find out more about it.

See somebody attacked ug for it _—
yesterday! So it must be come big deal. £ gz

[ euppoge
you mugt be
hungry after

A your journey? j= .~'

" ' Dleage!

[m gtaaarving.

” Well youll have
to defeat me
in combat if
you want food.




Wha?!

B
s

[t ceemg like ?ou have logt the that about?! |

— eacred gtone dready young man!

S . MI'JLU,.,
¥ If you want to eat. [f you want thig

~ £\ stone back, you have to put your life “
| \\
\

inol
_ on the line! | 4‘

o«

Prepare
yourgelf




e

(Actually felt that! ;'
Ho'ealot =
gtronger and

out with ghade... | better
end to thie faget. |




Sorry Akio!

[ wag just tegting your
abilitiea! [ had to make
it seem at leagt half
real in order to gee
your full etrength.




Let that be your firet
leggon in gurvival for the
quegt you will soon undertake. '
Never let your guard down
around anybody who knows you
are carrying that gtone!

Countless liveg have been logt over thig one and otherz like it.
It is important that you undergtand that carrying thig stone
marke you for death. So you must be careful who you reveal
thie ring to! Regardless of who they may cay they are.
Until you have good reagon to, trust no one!
Even family and go-called ﬁ‘ien?g/‘ ;

B! ot
3

Iy __|| \\ \ y

Let me tell you what [ know about the ring

Hopefully that will shed some light on the
real weight of thig gtone!

It wag over fifteen yearg ago now..

When your father told me to take

thie damned ring...

15 YEARS AGO...
GRAND

LIBRARY

OF YOSAI
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Erm... [1l be right

back children...
Nothing to

worry about, just
wait in here...




Take the gemstones 51/ Ao
off the statue and get _) s WREWES

out of here now! st a T RINRE )Y

['ll hold them off!
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of here NOW!

1 Save yourgelves!
A That'e an ORDER!




-~

Iwho sent — Yogian Cavalry,
And WHY? GBS




WATCH YOUR
BACK!!!

2 h‘ey.ugg the shade. enerqy
~ < like magtere::-They mougffag’r!
Thege are no usual cayalry..
Whats happening here?







Looke like ['m
here too late...
Thig will probably
be our lagt fight..

Wel..
What are we
waiting for?

SAVE YOURSELVES! GET OUT OF
HERE, NOW!
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Hundredz died that day..
Civil war broke out in
Yoeai shortly after that..
Countless more died over
the following years.

Since you will be earrying thig around .
your neck. [t's best you undergtand
it'e real weight.

Your life, and perhapg the course of higtory,
depends on thig etone. Keep it gafe and
out of gite at all timeg.




Hail Guegie!
Wahgwan?!

f Hail Sarul

[ wag just giving ’@
Akio hig firet sy
B training geggion!.. -
g He'e got wayg

to go aye?

tell me about it. \'j L 'that wag
You were talking like N fﬂ"_}'ﬂg?_‘%
you weren't comming vaye 10905

-

gramps?

[ wanted to see if you could
wateh your own back,
knowing that you and the
gemgtone are being hunted.

[ tracked the idiot who ’rrfed‘L}\
for the ring before you left.

[ found him with another one following
you. At times they were o cloge im
aurpriged you couldn’t emell thern!
They were about to have you ag well,
you were lucky Bunti showed up!

Good yout that Bunti ig.

Still [ don't undergtand.
How do they know where
you stay!? Are there any
more of them?

| | B\’-—
\ . 7

Well. If you both come with
ue [l show you.




Fufufuu.. Well.. They are working for _ N |
the Hikaru co.. | finiched off that one.  —— Do Let me guese..

[ didn't like hig energy.. But four eyeg here | & | (N5, o~ Youdidnt ask any
ig ofill alive. & S Ry 0\ questiong before you
| dosed him with forgotten night. 477 AR ¥/ M\ * killed them both?
He will come round in a few hours. /L % 47\ (1§ Qe -Typical Saru.

A herb that pute you to eleep and fadee ynur
recent memory. The ?\fgher the doge, the Ian%er you
sleep and the further into the past you will forget.

Hikaru hounde?!
You ghould have
just finighed
them both!

Fufufuuu... That wae my firet thought... However,
four eyes claime he can help ug ﬁiafher top secret Hikaru intel from the ingide.
[ have a plan to see if he's telling the truth. He'l be coming around goon.

ir y-:p

1N Q]
: ‘1*4"4“ ‘tu :ﬂ \ f11 i s \i*

\\\'lﬂﬂ 1‘ I ‘ Wakmg Up \




— o= _—-:—ﬁ"— 3 , Eur gh
[ . / Whaf
happened?

. o He's dead’. __—
Thalkid” S —

_Fkilled him’.’{;:._ /= ."‘,

Alright, he won't remember what he told
me earlier. Let's gee if hig story holds up..



He's not my friend.
[nfact, [ wag geiougly
congidering killing him myself...
So you've done me a favour!
[ don't know what you did. But
the lagt thing [ remember
i trying to talk him out of jumping
you, after you finighed with thoge
bandite who tried you..
That wag a wicked heel kick
counter by the way! Did you
hit me with that too?
ie that why [ can't remember
N\ what just happened?

You'e juet handing thig back to
me? After [ killed your friend..
And tried to kill you?

[t doeen't even matter right now..
[ beleive that your gengei ig the
Don Dragon! [nfamoug for not
taking on studentg, yet you are hig etudent.
[ don't know or care about that gemgtone

[ want to study under him too. -
Can you make it happen?

You gee thege documente?
They are copieg of
top secret intel [ made.
The Don's name Saruwatari
Doragon comes up... a lot.
[ want to eee the Don
and offer my help, in
exchange for hig help.
Will you take me to him?

Haha! How about that?!
two apErenﬁcegi Both brimming
with ghade they can't control!
Hahaaa!l!

Hey don't look 2o down Saru!
[t should be a nice change of pace!




Hrmph... wel,
gpeaking of their
ghadow enerqy
problemg... Look what
[ found, whilet foraging \
for the forgotten night!

QPIRIT CADS!
Dmﬁjer big fregh ones!
Thege will make em' gee for qure!

Yeah.. [ didn't want to regort to thig but..
We need something to help open
their eyeg to the soul.

then boye!

That'e him!
lan't it?
What are they
doing lurking in

the bughes
like that?

Well that's my grandad..
He can explain everything




Wow... Anyway,

it'e getting late.

Let'e get back
and eat!




7 Whoa! Whoa!

Wi Ay? Come on Saru! You want
them to gee or not? That
will barely make a dent
['m putting it all in!




A N——

You have to
drink thege.

T

Aww e¢mon!
What ig thie?

[e thig another tegt
Uncle Cuegie?
You gaid [ could
eat after the lagt
one... [m gtarving!




We call it | |
Sleeping Dragon

[f you mugt know.

D TN DO Yol WANT
32 FOOD OR NOT?

®19)
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THE DALOS
N

NOO

Flagship floating tavern of
the Aquemee Nomads.
They spend the year orbiting
the outgkirte of
Dalog trading goods
and hogting festivale.




CHAPTER &
TWO STEPS TNSTDE

Certain concoctions and medicines

can hg\gg an en%gng or:
'dlrﬁiniﬁhgf : ’

" the soul”
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Uh, yeah sure, eagy!
We will cateh you up
don't worry!

9 Sleeping Dragon Brew
Dont fight it,
embrace the experience
and bagk in the goul!
When you're ready
come meet ug in the
Dalog Moon.




Qee!

[ told you that
wag way oo
much for them!
They'rre having
a meltdown!

e

Nongenge! lt's the perfect amount!
Can't you see? They will be magters of
Whatg done ig done. the gpirit before you know it!
After tonight we likely T
won’t have another chance
to relax in come time.
lt'e been too long Saru!

The wayg of the dragon clan
are a¢ mysterious and ag
powerful ag the gtorieg
gay they are!

Within a few hourg of
being in the Don's pregence,

[ can see the ungeen.

clear ag crystal! &

Don't get it mixed up!
{{ V'e been with him all my life
@A\ and thig ig a firet for me

[ think they
just inked ug
my freind...
He'e got you twice / NN

in one day! : > e % 7N
byl

)




Potione may
ift the veil,
¥l underatanding £ £

A il ket(;f it A2

lifted.
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l'kﬂéﬁh‘éu;riéd JlLIf L stand and fight,

by the fire | Jlthe darkness

=, I L g TR L A
But things are different now.”
- ——— ey — - I
Use the ight of your soul JESLY0 You see B Toht B3
lluminate the darkness JIE
and extinguish the flames!
g
‘
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No worrieg
man, come
we fly
over there
well reach
in no time!

| YO!
il sﬂ How long

\ hag
/ \ it been?

We re
gonna migg
the girle!
Let'e get




Whoa! They made it Saru! -
[m impregged! 24

\‘.""—.‘ II|I_ ._ » Ll j’r 1
‘!"'Ikl.r o il %
NG
o i
==t /il /il
Yooo!
4 .I. I..L'l,,
Lk AT f
Al |
! : ,./. Jn : . T
< 8]/ i ) - :
Yee Buntil Thigie "\ E52—~—~ o0 il
Sotal He's a big deal! SO\ B
from the big city and 2 N\ -, /]
he's well connected, trugt! N, WL Hail Sotal

You got here

pretty quick...
T You sure

youre alright? /

o )
L N &
Hahahaal
That's the gpirit!
Something to
drink then
boye?

Noooooo!
[t'e on me Uncle Guegie!
(1l get them in!

Hey! We.. we're
iug’ fine
ramps!
We can-
We can handle it!

Yoou, You just /ﬁ;:";) Vi
=) |

worry about /<
yourgelf
alright?..

= Felt like we =m——
were out for .
an eternity.. ~— @ ™




Ol f-‘skm iuct walke
in on rg own...

d

ﬂnneHe could be here at

L 'aul'
] Y

_______ —

He'e only gone and
bought a whole barrel
with our money!

It's too early to get
him nou...

Jugt hold tight...

7% any | morment! [f che eees me
: % chatting up the barmaid,
’rhen all my hard work wil
have been for nofhmg .
Stay F ocuged! A

|EY
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Akio!

Told you we
couldn't
migg thig! /-,




WASTE!
C'MON!




HERE FOR THAT
ANYWAY!

y @ | ..fl'-‘l b A

S0 WOT THENU L~
N, THEY'RE THE ONLY
REASON WE'RE HERE!

Just back

C'mon now kid! You're clearly no big oaf!
Nor a small oaf, nor any kind of oaf! [ don't
think you can afford to loge all of that!
Put it away huh? We'll have a friendly!
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So—
v
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r Y

N IT'S TOO LOUP IN LET'S NOT WALK
\) Y

OVER THERE, THEN
REALISE THAT WE
HAVE NOTHING
INTERESTING
T0 SAY!

!

AHAAA!

IS THERE ANYONE
THAT CAN OUT-0AF ME
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1 \_

The question ig...

1)

2%

m

o

HA! Alight then! s
[f youre gure.

I Alright that's it! We got
to go and get back that 1> , »
! bag before they lose it all! . L

I




Hmph. You
definitely
uged too

Nongenge!
Come [ want
to gee what'e

happening!

'\r’
s’
: At

X

RENCL actually pretty

etrong too!

Hahagaaa!
[t's definitely
working!




R e

=

. WO1001!
' SOUNPS LIKE MONEY!
PRINKS ALL ROLUNP!

/ly‘é’/’////fﬁ

and

impresged Jobe!

7 Your gigter
 them are looking /) , /







We've never

succesfully
pulled of f

the finiching | &

move before!

o different now! N5

< ” .
*ﬂa [ told

you before.”
Things are TH@ @

o !

R
WA
W

W Focus! ffe's %\

\N7/Z

/A
oy, Z

Y,
-~ Lef'gr:f;@igh Jr(\hi style!
"\ A “.>

\ /: "!-"M "h'r. Rt




Now... Now we
make our move

'Ijlr I'Hl'|l||.i
4 .Jr M
Gl =

7 Akio'e drooling over “\§
your gister again Jobe. ,

l | H ({ Cp@?




You best chill out!
@Give back my bag yeah!
You won't get
lucky thig time!

¥ Hah! [ wag going easy
on you earlier! ['m about
to unleach the full force
of my STYLE!'YOU
best step out of




You got \\\

Nno o\

STYLEN (IS

:,
o A
AN iy
b 8

r y &

~ Al of you together can't
stop the power of lov




Fufufuuu!
What on earth ig
going on!?

Looke like
he hag created
a new move for the ¢
dragon style! o
He's definitely
going to become
martial arte magter!

—Enu TORTAARTTR
he'dlgetnearly this cloSe!
) Ye
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HaHal Come to Momma! Y&




YOU'VELOST
ALL MY
MONEY

AKI"




The martial artist needs to bridge the realms
during the formation of their fighting stance,
drawing the energies from above and within.

E xpanding the mind's thought pathways,
builds the bridge between the realms of existence.
This can be achieved through meditation.



Undergfandmg the nafuren
uniuersethe snultabnue and withi
W
the marﬂal artist to'attain superna’rural abilities)
The marha[arﬂgt will fram hard!




V'

Well baged on thig ‘Intel, and what Sota hag told ue |
already, [ think we will travel to Kinboshi from here.

We'l capture the Lord Souma, and hear what he knows
about the gemgtone. A (TR

d \ N LR  LrRAmA O Ay

That'e a bold firet move ign't it?
[t'e bagically a declaration of war on the Hikaru!
Still [ like the idea of it! Jugt like old times!
Ay Saru?

A

- _\
Fufufu... Yeah well, [ have no problem warring with the "\
Hikaru... However, it's dragging my grandgon into thig
[ am conflicted about... [ often think that [ should
have taken him ag far away from Dalog ag posgible.
That [ ghould have taken the opportunity to leave
all thig nongenge behind and be free of it once
and for al..

..Thig never ending war, it
only seeme to get more and more
atrocioug the more we fight. [n the
old daye our clang knocked
off monarchy after monarchy
acrogg every kingdom in Dalos...
Yet there wag alwayg another, ready
and waiting to replace them...
And each time around it only gete

gicker and sicker..

Well.. [ suppose that's what
were fighting for ign't it?
To find out what it's all about...

What's it all really about?
_ S

Hrom... [ hope you're right Gussie...
So what are you going to do?
Are you coming with ug? ya




You know.. [ have taken
in five apprentices
gince we lagt met.
[ think ill be etaying here
for at leagt a little while..
Until [ feel they can fend for
themgelves. After that... [ plan
to head back to Yoeai, you know...
finigh what [ etarted.

Wouw! hag it really been
that long? Well alright then.




Mhmm... Look at you,
you boyg are an abgolute megg!
You can't even hold your heads

above your shoulders..

Akio! Imagine you were
attacked for the gtone
again! [n the etate you'e in

youll loge the gtone,
and likely be killed!

Ag [ have told you already..
While you are carrying

thie etone, you cannot afford
to be incapacitated

by partying, drink and smoke.

You mugt etay vigilant at all timeg,
for we can never know

when gomeone will try ug for it again.

Don't worry
Gramps..
[mnever £

drinking again... =

—— Fufufuu... Thoge famous old words..
~7 Well eee about that. Well be leaving
for Kinboshi coon. Ag you are in euch
a state today, we will have to begin
training tomorrow.

Before we leave Suigin,
you mugt be able to see and uge the power
of the soul you were uging lagt night.
But without the influence of exernal
potiong and medicines. Now you have seen
the power of the soul with your own eyes,

there should be no ghadow or confusion
in your mind about my teachingg..
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MEANWHILE...
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Sandy?!
x| What are you up
77K to now!?

/ (i | e

Jugt hold onto thege for ug! I

Don't worry,

as i Maya.
IR
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B e We'l meet
e ) you at yourg
later !

e
Fs




They're always
up to
no good!

Mix with
trouble and
you'll make a
megg Maya!

i

Dammit!
Tricky little bagtarde!

There'
nothing




[m gonna
megg thege
little pricke up!

HEY! There's nothing
to gee here! These kidg up the kide
are thieving ecum! now are they?
Now go on and mind |
your own buginess!




w What's with
| you two? You deaf?!

. 4
NOW GET
Unlegg you'e looking to join -~ MOVINGH

thege two in the dungeong?! 1

-
Yesh... That'e 4 etrong look
for you man..
Beating up little kids.

Hahal Looks like

we got a couple of
tough guye!
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Eagy now yout man... You don't
want to end up in the
dungeon with her... Trust me.

There's nothing
we can do for her
right now... Wel
get her back before
they move her. Right
1 now we need to leave,
thie whole area will be
crauling with pigs
within the hour!

Now FO %t off

and don't let me

catch you around
here again!

Whoa! They just caw those goldiers
offl Unarmed and outnumbered!!

Th-Thank you!.. Yo they
took our gister Sandy!
We got to get after them!!

But, firet
thinge firgt...
Youll be
giving ug
the oot you
just gtole...

Or it wont just be the pige that you
will need to be running from, seen?




Ok, thig ig their houge.
We gtaghed it with them,

£ - ! I (;

1
= 5Y
#

what are you

waiting for? o/ Wel... The old man
Lead the way.. won't be happy
with ug at ll

and he'e brutal!
We were just
going to link up wi-

about all that! We're
getting back thoge bage right now, go go on!

You Wh-? Yo [ don't care

[l get back.
Make eure
everythinge {
cool. o




Oh have mercy! -
Big bage of cagch and opium?!
Your little friends have really
out-done themgelves with
thig one!

Mayal
We have 1o leave
right away! [f even one of
your friendg got caught
a whole heap of coldiere /il
will be kicking our door off by SA
tomorrow! Mark my worde! —

1,umﬁ U ' :
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HOW MANY TIMES

MUST I SAY ITY?

LEAVE MAYA OUT
OF YOUR
SCHEMES""

Do | LooK FRIGHTENED
To YoU Bi4 Boy?!

You know [ thought you'd be
happy to see me Magter K!

Wha-2) \

Who's this 2.~ < < -
Ny W

who N\
Whafsﬂ\fie {ryrng ?




| y ltea What
\ Of courge.. . '“;'9 story W happened
You better ar;o;ul? HTS J R 1o you?
come ingide!

much time... J—-

DIOTS!
What were you thinking?
In broad daylight?! ~ A¥

Now look at your faces!
And where's the other one?
.. Let me quess.

She got caught didn't ehe?

5ANpy/ | N
.you | %im“#

TP 10T5/ RN

[ have countless questiong for you..

But ag we're pressed for time,
for now il juet agk;
Why are you here?
And what are you

doing with thege two?

What do you mean,
why am [ here?
To finich what we gtarted

of courge... Ag for thege
two. They etole a big
cache from the Hikaru
eoldierg, that we were
going to take. They
eaid it should be here.

Atter euerg’rhmg that'e happened
You still believe the Hikaru can be etopped?
And who'e we?




We're
S5TRIKE.

We're going to
take over
thig city and
make it our
firet etronghold.

Sounds jugt like any
of the other
gange on thege gtreets..
Squabbling over
cash and drugs.

Ha. Yeah well..
Everyone's got to

atart eomewhere right?

What about Sandy?
Will Strike try
to help her?

The quicker we
take control
of thig city.

The more chance
we have of gaving her...
It you want to help,
come gee ug tomorrow.




What it "7
ghe'q already |
been
taken
away’?

['m glad you're g0 optimistic... But what are”
you talking about? We'l be lucky to even
get into central, much lesg find out what

cell Sandy ig in... Our best bet ig with that..

That strike quy, we will go tommorrow.

Nah well get her out!

Well go tonight
and find out where ghe ig..

Then we'll make a rescue plan!

| ,:'II': ' 'ﬁ \
_&‘ ."I' \ f
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What? How can we trugt him?
He'e cold! He didn't even try to rescue
Sandy earlier... He only gaved ug to find
out where the bage were it'e obvioug!

Well if you weren't out thieving
all the time, then she would never
of been cuaght up would she?..
Why should he care about you?
He doesn't know you, to him your
Just petty thieves.. You're lucky
you're not both in the cage with
Sandy!.. Like REALLY lucky!

Now let's
get you two
cleaned upé 2\

Yeah exactly..
You won't get o lucky next time..
So take time... L—UER' go and
find out about this Strike team

/)
]

Kie




HmHmHrm!! KINBOSHI
Well.. Things are certainly cASTLE
heating UE nicely around here! || ~H™KARY H&-
The rabble can't stop killing CENTRAL
each other off for ug! KINBOSH!
Surely, it wont
be very long until
they etart a rebellion right?

Well it geeme like they have already
ctarted on our men. A group of our tax
collectore got attacked in the
Jungle earlier today.

While arresting
gome thieving kide
- . they were attacked
—” UGy by a big, angry mob

Haha! More and Y / who chaged them
more good newg! ) UK out of the areal

Well
there's our
excuge to

ramp up our

to pay for the extra numberg in

O _I:guri{g right? that areal

Aha! Yeg indeed! We will bleed thoge
plebe dry! Just look at how many bage
full of their cagh we have from thig
month alone! They will leave or starve
[ dont care... [ just need them out!

Push up thoge taxeg
on all buginesg in the




The thing ig.. Our men failed to recover
any of the gtolen goode and monies... Plug,
they only managed to arrest one of the kidg...
AND rumour hag it, that the ‘Angry mob’
who chaged them out wag actually
just two unarmed men..

How embarragsing...
That certainly makeg
ug look weak... But,
geeing ag in we are trying
to provoke hogtilities
with the gerfg,

[\ thig could hurry thinge
‘ along nicely!

| Evening gentlemen... May |

speak privately to the Lord Souma?




Well...

Do you have
the reporte
from the
recon unitg?

We have received reports from all unite except
for one from the third rangers divigion...
Al of the reports we have received contain
no information on the gemetone's location..

What location wag the -
migging unit aggigned t0?

The Suigin Valley lord...

[ sugpect that they have met
come regietance from the localg there.
They are known to eympathize with
the banighed Heatheng [n that area.

Kinboshi ie fast approaching a critical point.
Without the gemetone thie chaog will escalate
out of your control. We suggest you pull back your
‘digruption and digplacement’ regime... For now,
focug on obtaining the gemstone, thig ig how

, we will secure the power you have acquired.

Your council ie of great value and
your suggestion will be acted on.
However, the chaog hag Frouided many

|

priconerg that are well suited for
your requirementg. Come with me to
the dungeon and allow me to show you..




 They are all under [ am 0*‘[3"*3*” you wil KINBOSH|
gixteen.. Many of them be pleaged with DUNGEONS
aren't even ten yet! » thig harvest!

Hmph! | |
o p -
000 O Hugas
farts can't
hold me

too long!

Hmhmhmmm.
Very good..
[ will personally
trangport them
back to Savon!




_END oF
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THANKS FoR REDING!

ceck s ovE At
preamBaked .com

Col UP(M’es , GAMES ‘(
Al things AKLO!
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Until NEXT TINE,

SAFE!




AFTERWORD
FRoM THE TEAM

It hag been around 3 years since we began really working
on thig ‘Akio’ project... Finally, after much, much ado,
book ! ig here!

t We would like to send a special thank you to each &

every one of our early supporters and the limited
edition chapter | and artwork buyers

who made the production of this book poggible.

(In no particular order)
Sakura Kawahira - Josh Turner - Finn Heal - Jebu Swan - Michael Newton
Jevaughn Reid - Zoe, Kay, & Lewie MeGinty - Luis Patroginio
Jesge Fynn Garbrah - The Creative Fund by BackerKit
D Ngozi - Coloursuper - Beulah Aidoo - Christine Barnett
Molly Coates - Ben Morley - Gill Harrigon - Hannes Mazur
Regina Ferguson - Nikita Kolehanov - Jameg Green - Judy Smith
Ashley Bye - Damien Heatley - Auntie Sandra - Rowena Ferguson
Linda & Dan Kirkpatrick - Kareem Drysdale - Brandina Chisambo
Esme stanway - Dan Pezzer' Perry - Jamal Douglas - Femi McKenzie
Jarred Dennis - Steve Schwartz - Carina Silva - David Cox
Mark Dearman - James & Mark Mikkelson of Shiptheory
Johann Rosenow - Farqualar - George Barrett - Iri¢ Swanston y
Mike and Gill Hodder - Janice K Clark - Stella Swanston
Fisayo Olukoya - Graham French - Alex J Bye - Wardell Dumas
Bella Jung Hyun Park - Jan Martin Andes - Tashon Wallace Hall
Paul D. Jarma - Eneni - Moni Smith - Jonathan Adams - Ash & Aaron Howell

Finally we want to thank you all for reading!
We hope you all enjoyed it, and stick with ue for gaok 2!
and all the other cool etuff coming out for AKIO
We can't thank you all enough for your patience and support!






